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Attendance 

Coming to school is really important, we are sure that you would agree. However, at 
SSCA attendance is below 95% which concerns us. We are working towards 97.5%. 
Some of these statements below may help you to understand why it is such a focus 
for us. If pupils have greater than 95% attendance– 77% of pupils will achieve at 
least 5 GCSEs including English and Maths. However if attendance is less than 90% 
only 42% will achieved 5 GCSES. That is a difference of 34%. The figure gets lower 
when attendance is less than 80%, with only 32% achieving 5 GCSES.  

The Department of Education makes it very clear that a child of compulsory school 
age must attend a school regularly if registered at a school. The child must maintain 
a pattern of good attendance throughout their school career. Excellent attendance 
(above 95%) is important to allow a child or young child to fulfil their potential.  

Key Reasons why it is so important that children attend schools:   - to learn—to make 
new friends– to experience new things in life—to gain qualifications– to develop 
new skills– to build confidence– to have the best possible start in life. 

 Dear Parents, 

Happy Easter! I do hope that you all have a lovely Easter break and we have good sunshine. It’s been a 
great fortnight. Thank you for attending parents meetings. Well done to the children for the various 
events this fortnight. Congratulations to Year 5 for their Snappy Opera project at the Town Hall 

yesterday. Well done to the school for Science Day on Wednesday 29th March. Year Six had a great trust event at 
WHA. We are seeking your feedback on our tea and biscuit meetings, so please do complete the feedback slip on 
the letter sent out. We are very excited for the Summer Term, as the weather (hopefully) improves we have a 
number of child centred activities such as the Wizard Of Oz Production at the Town Hall in May for Year 5 and 6 
children. Please remember due to  Easter Monday we are back to school on Tuesday 18th April 2017. Best wishes 
everyone for Easter and I do hope the Easter bunny comes! Thank you for your continued support of the school. I 
would also like to thank the staff at St Stephens for their continued hard work and dedication to the school.                        
               Regards, Mrs Saunders.                             

Attendance 

Wk Ending  
24th March 2017 

CLASS F 94.3% 

CLASS 1 93.6% 

CLASS 2 95% 

CLASS 3 98.7% 

CLASS 4 94.4% 

CLASS 5 96.2% 

CLASS 6 96.5% 

CLASS 7 96.3% 

Academy School Improvement:   

The focus has been on teachers making assessment judgements to share with you at parents meetings. We have 
also been focusing on behaviour and attendance expectations these last few weeks.  



Animals 

Please can we kindly remind all parents that dogs, including puppies, are 
not allowed on school site, including outside the pencil fence. Following 
a recent incident, please may we ask again that if you do have a dog 
outside the school grounds kindly ensure that these are dogs able to 
cope with large crowds and young children. It is important to us that all 
children are safe within and outside our school grounds.  The school 
does contact the police if any incidents arise.  

UNICEF 

This week in school we have been focusing on Article 14 of the Convention 

on the Rights of a Child: ‘Every child has the right to think and believe what 

they want and to practise their religion, as long as they are not stopping 

people from enjoying their rights.’ 

Our preschool has now joined us on our journey to becoming a ‘Rights 

Respecting School’. They are in the process of creating their own ‘Preschool 

Charter’ which, like our class charters in school, will replace their ‘Preschool 

Rules’. 

Our steering group enjoyed creating a ‘Chicken Charter’ in their last meeting 

which outlines the rights of our school chicken! They have also been 

working hard to ensure that every display in our school corridors have an 

article linked to them. 

We have continued focusing on our ‘Rights Children of the Week’ with every 

class nominating one child each week for acting responsibly, showing 

positive behaviour or talking about their rights. These children have 

continued to sit on our ‘Rights and Values Table’ every Friday lunchtime and 

their behaviour has been added to our ‘Rights and Values Tree’ in school.  

The ‘Rights Child of the Week’ over the past two weeks has been: 

 

Elsie (Year 3) for always helping to keep her classroom safe and tidy.  

Lucas (Year F) for being a good friend and congratulating other children 

when they have done something positive.  

Well done to Elsie and Lucas and all the children who were nominated by 

their class over the past two weeks! 

Attendance Reminder 

Attendance at SSCA is 
important and we still have 
children who do not have 
97% plus as an attendance 

figure. Let us know if we can 
help.  

Community Governors– A 

fantastic opportunity 

We have two vacancies for 

community governors for SSCA. 

Please share the word with the local 

residents. We are full with parent 

governors but if you know of 

someone who would like to support 

the school by attending one 

afternoon meeting a half term and 

regular visits to school, please ask 

them to contact us at St Stephens. 

Mrs Saunders, Head of School would 

like to meet them and give them a 

tour of our fantastic site and explain 

more about the role.  

Diary Dates: 

Thurs 30th March 2017  PTFA Easter Bingo 

Mon 2nd April—17th April 2017 Easter Holidays 

Tues 18th April 2017   Return to School 

Weds 19th April 2017   Year 1 Lanhydrock visit 

Weds 19th April 2017   KS2 Beach Safety Talk 

Fri 21st April 2017   Yr 5/6 Maths Challenge Day 

Fri 21st April 2017   Cake Sale  

Year Six Support 

As we get ever closer to Year Six /

national assessments, Mrs Neale is 

kindly hosting revision sessions for 

children on Tuesday after school for 

Reading and Thursday after school for 

Maths. Do make the most of these 

sessions, which will be for the first 

three weeks back. We are delighted 

to announce that during the week of 

8th May we will be offering all Year 

Six children a free breakfast from 

8am to get them ready for their SATs. 

Chartwells will be helping to provide 

this breakfast – which will include 

bacon baps. We would like to see all 

Year Six children at school from 8am.   



SATS Information 

Please see below links for parent information on the upcoming national curriculum tests. The booklets are also 
included in this newsletter and on our website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-and-2-information-for-parents 

 

2017 national curriculum tests for key stages 1 and 2: information for 

parents - GOV.UK 

www.gov.uk 

Information leaflet and videos about the 2017 national curriculum 

tests (often referred to as SATs) 

 
Events 

Disclaimer: All providers have confirmed 
that they hold all necessary accredita-
tion, qualifications and insurance to 
organise and run the events and activi-
ties described. No duly appointed 
officer has inspected these services and 
parents must make their own enquiries 
and satisfy themselves as to the suitabil-
ity of the providers before engaging 
their services. In all the circumstances, 
neither the school nor One Cornwall will 
accept any liability arising out of those 
events.  

Have trouble with My Maths access? 

Some parents recently shared they are having 

trouble with My Maths access. Here is some 

guidance from our ICT technician:  

My Maths requires flash which is not natively 

supported by iPads. The best way to access 

My Maths is to install the free App: Puffin 

Academy, you can then search for and open 

My Maths from within the App. (It is a 

browser that includes flash ). Do let us know 

if you are having any further issues.  

Year F ADMAT Event 

On Friday 17th March, Year F had their ADMAT Trust Event which 

was held at Windmill Hill Academy. Year F children from St 

Stephens, St Catherine’s and North Petherwin took part in a 

‘Traditional Tales’ themed morning. Activities included going on a 

Gingerbread Man hunt, creating a bridge for the 3 Billy Goats 

Gruff, planting a runner bean based on the Little Red Hen and 

creating a house for the 3 Little Pigs. The children were split up 

into four groups and 

rotated around the 

different activities. It 

was a great 

opportunity for all of 

the children to make 

new friends with 

children from the 

other schools. Our 

pupils behaved 

wonderfully and 

completed the 

activities brilliantly! 

Well done to all of you 

and a big thank you to 

Miss Jones at Windmill for organising the event.    

Online Safety Newsletters 

These can be found on our website under 

the Newsletter section as well as under 

Online Safety. 

Year 6 Transition to Launceston College 

Please note: You should have received a Thumbprint Recognition 

letter, these forms should be completed and returned to us ASAP.   

Language choice letters and transition timeline letters have also been 

sent out. If you have not received these then please speak to the 

office. 

Accessible to all 

Our newsletters are available in large print. Please see 

the office should you require a copy in this format. 

Dr/Hospital Appointments 

Please try to limit the amount of time out 
of school for these appointments. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-and-2-information-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-and-2-information-for-parents
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