	SCIENCE FICTION TOOL KIT … IN THE STYLE OF RAY BRADBURY.
	PICTURE IT
	WHERE IS IT ?
	WHY IS IT EFFECTIVE ?

	Set the atmosphere in the first few sentences – make it clear that there is no life.                                                 THE MORNING HOUSE LAY EMPTY. 
	
	
	

	Sound words (onomatopoeia).          HISSING SIGH. SLAM. PUFF. CRASH.
	
	
	

	Objects have a personality (personification).      

                                       FIRE LAY IN THE BEDS, STOOD IN THE WINDOWS.

	
	
	

	Harsh description.

THE HOUSE SHUDDERERD, OAK BONE ON BONE, ITS BARED SKELETON CRINGING FROM THE HEAT…

= powerful verbs + personification.
	
	
	

	Rich, beautiful description.

SPRINKLERS WHIRLED UP IN GOLDEN FOUNTS, FILLING THE SOFT MORNING AIR WITH SCATTERINGS OF BRIGHTNESS…

= powerful verbs + colour / texture adjectives.
	
	
	

	Repetition for effect.                      

             SILENCE. SMOKE AND SILENCE. A GREAT QUANTITY OF SMOKE.

	
	
	

	Short, simple sentences.                                                             The crash.
= just the important noun, no verb.  


	
	
	

	Longer, complex sentences (look for the commas). 

THE PANTHERS RAN IN CIRCLES, CHANGING COLOUR, AND TEN MILLION ANIMALS, RUNNING BEFORE THE FIRE, VANISHED OFF TOWARD A DISTANT, STEAMING RIVER.

= pace, speed, breathlessness.
	
	
	


